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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PEOR, CASC, US, GR 

SUBJ: ATHENS AIRPORT INCIDENT: MEDICAL COSTS 
REES: (A) STATE 156145,(B) ATHENS 5623 

1 . REF (B) REPORTED GOG UNDERTAKING TO PAY MEDICAL COSTS 
INCURRED BY VICTIMS OF RECENT ATHENS AIRPORT ATTACK, THUS 
OBVIATING NECESSITY FOR APPROACH TO GOG SUGGESTED PARA 4, 
REP (A). PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO CLARIFY RECORD 
CONCERNING CERTAIN STATEMENTS IN REP (A) IN CASE OF USE IN 
SIMILAR FUTURE SITUATIONS. 

2. UNDER ACCEPTED PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, A STATE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ILLEGAL ACTS OF INDIVIDUALS, WHETHER ISOLATED OR COMMITTED 
IN THE COURSE OF INTERNAL DISTURBANCES, IE THE AUTHOR- 
ITIES WERE NEGLIGENT IN TAKING THE MEASURES WHICH ARE NOR- 
MALLY TAKEN TO PREVENT THE COMMISSION OF SUCH ACTS, TAKING 
INTO ACCOUNT THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE INJURIOUS ACT COULD 
HAVE BEEN FORESEEN AND THE PHYSICAL POSSIBILITY OF PREVEN- 
TING ITS COMMISSION WITH RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO THE STATE. 
OE COURSE, THE ISSUE OE LEGAL LIABILITY IS DISTINCT 
EROM PROVISION OP EX GRATIA PAYMENTS IN SPECIAL SITUATIONS. 

3. IN THE CASE OP THE LOD MASSACRE, THE GOVERNMENT OP 
ISRAEL AGREED TO PAY MEDICAL EXPENSES OF VICTIMS BUT DID 
NOT ADMIT INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY. 

4. ATHENS INCIDENT WOULD BE GOVERNED BY RULE OP INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW STATED PARA 2, AND DEPT WOULD STRONGLY RELY 
UPON THAT RULE SHOULD SIMILAR ACT OCCUR IN UNITED STATES. 

5. EMB, INFO POST AND DEPT RECIPIENTS REQUESTED TO PILE 
THIS MESSAGE WITH REPS (A) AND (B) AND CROSS REFERENCE 
THIS MESSAGE ON REF (A). ROGERS 
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